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EX PARTE OR LATE FILED
UN'ITED STATES DlPARTME,NT OF EDUCt\TION

June 8.1998

The Honomhle William E. KenniU'd
Chail1wm
Fedellll Communications Commission
1919 .M Street: NW
W4,.<ihit't..gton, DC 20554

neat Chairman Kennard:

Ai;~"'tlcriC.lenters the intom1l1uon Ag-.=, we must choose: whether or not we will eX1etld OpportlluilY
to iIll] Americam ... or leave snany tx~hind.

For more tl:ta.ri 60 yeal''S~ Amertl;../ii'I.S ha\l~ bencthedfrom universal pilant' ~TJ;ce. As we expliU1d md

fficdem.iu our c0fiU11unlcations networks. we mlCoii m..,intaiJ'l Americ·a's long-standing commitrllent
to u.l1iver~ servic~.

As th~ Pre$id~nr wd in Ius com.1t1cncement addre~s al MrT lasl. W~ttk, one of the mo$t important
.liteps w~ Cal) ta1re to bridsc the ~·dig1tal. divide" is to pro"vide :lchools, libraries, and mrd health CA.r~

C~nl(~.rs with affordable iWCeiS to the Internet and w-lecoUllnw1lcations services. The be:ndit5 of ttjC
"e-rau:'" - approved by the COUgTe$$ with c.}"verw·helming bipartisan :''1lppoIt .~~ Me profound.FtV th;:
1lery first ti.tne, a child in the mQst isolated inne.r city or flUfUtown c-m have acce~u5 to the same
1..4-Uversc of knowledge Ii Sl child in the most iiftluent sUburb. Our children will be bener prepared
to compete for the bigh-tech. high-wait jobs tJjiit ilur I:.-:.onomy is procl~ing in rec;:;rd numbeTs.
Doctar!i and patients in rural '.iJnmlunitie~ \\..-m be ablr: (0 consult 'With tile nation' is top medi';Oii
experl':S, even if they are tnou1.iands of mi.les away.

SQrnt: have suggested that the F1tderaJ C(H14-nuniocal1ons Commission wpuld tenninate the ,,"'tate or
take ste.ps that would serioualy jeop.u'dlu its viabilicy. W~ strongly disagree:. As you know,
srudents in poor liUld predominantly minOlity :.-cho(lls are a1mDst thre~ times le~s likely lc~ have
{ni('~l1t:t ~ce~s in their cla.isr"'lot1\.5 tl1an students in w~ih)' schools. Proceeding 'With the e~mti: will
widen the ~i.rcJc of opportunity - delaying it Of undermining its effectivcmess will beighten the risk.
of~onomic.inequality iUld 50cl3l division.

To claim th.'lt ..l\mt!rica c.annot afford t;)wake this mvesunellt is absUfd. 1-\$ you havt\ ficted, th4 Io"\O'S"J:.lt

of the e-nllc have ~en more than offset b~ other actio~ that the fCC h.u'tak"n to fedli~:C

long-distance phone r~tcs.
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Schools &nd Hbri1rig~;all f,)\'Cr America have worked hard fo prnpare for the o~rtunity tha.t the Ie-Ia~

can Cl'C4tl:. Tbey have developed technology plans. ((.tjned aUl[c.hing fimding, and filed more than
10,000 applications. To turn iJUl back on the hopes and dre&ns of wb.ildn~n and communities Jill (jo"4l"W

Americ.a 'would beunc.'lnsciouablc. We urg(~ Yl)U and the other FCC Carmllisiiioners tLl strongly
iUpport the ~-tatc.

William M. Daley
S~creT.ary n:f Commerce

Daniel R. Glickman
Secr~tary of Agriculture

.'
Donna E. ShaJala
Se:cre1.'i.ry of Health and HWTliln Services

~(;: The HOllorable Harr,ld V./..Fu:rchtgott··Roth
Ik Hon.orable SusaiiNe~
"llle Honorable Michael K. PllwclJ
The Honorable Gloria Tristani


